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Kyiv, 21 September 2016. We had two days of intensive and productive discussions with
our friends in the Verkhovna Rada, and fruitful meetings with Speaker of the Rada Parubyi,
Prime Minister Groysman, Heads of the Anti-Corruption Agencies, the OSCE
representatives to the Trilateral Contact Group, Heads of EU Missions, as well as the
opportunity to hear first-hand testimonies from former prisoners and mothers of prisoners.

We continued our inter-parliamentary dialogue on the reforms in the context of the
implementation of the Association Agreement (AA) and witnessed the persistent desire to
continue on the European path. In this context, it is essential that our Parliamentary
Association Committee (PAC) is provided by the EU and Ukrainian executive with regular
written assessments on the status of implementation of the AA and is kept informed about
the outcome of discussions in the Association Council and Committees. The PAC is an
important advocate for the emancipation of the Ukrainian society, with its civil society and
business communities. At the same time, the Members of the PAC have a special role in
explaining the European perspective to Ukrainian public and citizens.

Bearing in mind the impressive progress achieved in areas such as anti-corruption - including
the e-declaration - , the public administration reform, the justice sector reform or the
decentralisation process, it is crucial that implementation moves ahead and we will oppose
any attempt to revert this process. We also welcomed and supported the comprehensive
assistance programmes put in the place by the European Union to help Ukraine in the
implementation phase. Concerning the modernisation of the Verkhovna Rada itself, we
recalled the importance to implement without delay the recommendations of the "Needs
Assessment Report" unanimously endorsed by the Verkhovna Rada in March 2016.

We have informed our Ukrainian colleagues about the procedures regarding visa
liberalisation in the European Parliament, where the file will be voted in the Civil Liberties
Committee next week. We are well aware of the symbolic value this has for Ukrainian
citizens and of the efforts deployed by all Ukrainian institutions to fulfil all necessary criteria.
We certainly hope that the Member States will soon reach a positive decision on this so that
we can move quickly to a finalisation of the discussions. It will be a concrete and tangible
step on the European path for the Ukrainian citizens.



We discussed extensively the situation in the East. Despite the fragile ceasefire achieved
since 1 September, the security and humanitarian situation in the East remains a strong
concern. Concerning elections in the temporarily occupied territories, it is clear that they
cannot be organised according to international standards with the current security situation.
We therefore call for a breakthrough in the implementation of the Minsk Agreements,
stressing that restrictive measures targeting the Russian Federation must be maintained until
these agreements are fully implemented.

We reaffirmed our call for the peaceful reintegration of all Ukrainian territories within
internationally recognised borders and stress that we do not recognise the holding of elections
in the Crimean peninsula organised on Sunday 18 September by the Russian Federation."
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